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{ DEPARTMENT OF HEALTH & MUMAN SERVICES Offics of the Secretery
'\.4; I T The Ganers! Couneai
Washington D& 20201

Juna 18, 1992

The Honorable Harry F. Manbeck, Jr.
United States Dapartmant of Conpmarcs
United States Patant and Tradamark Office
Washington, DC 20221

Dear Commigsioner Manbeek,

Last year the National Institutes of Health (NIH) filed patent
applications for a large numbsr ©f human genatic saguencss
identified in the NIH labaratoriss. I have concluded that a

largs portion of applications do not satisfy the threshold legal
requirements for an invention because they do not dncarihcitnn_gg:- .

use or function of the sequences. - Secretary sullivan is

currently consulting with other executive branch afficials au.to
how to procesd with regard to the NIH applications. accordingly,

I respactfully request that, pursuant to Patant Rule 1.103, the
Patent and Trademark 0ffica suspend furthar considsratien of

these applications until |Secretary Sullivan determinas whether he
wishes to seek patant prataction for any of the saguances covarad

by psnding NIM applicatians.

i

I thank you in advance for your prempt attention to this matter.

Plaasa do not hesitate to contact ma at 245~7741 4f T ean pravide

you with any additional infermation.




